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ROTTNEST ISLAND AUTHORITY, PLANS TO MANAGE SCHOOL LEAVERS WEEK 

323. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Tourism:   
I refer to the rapidly approaching school leavers week at the end of November.  Can our outstanding and 
hardworking Minister for Tourism advise of the Rottnest Island Authority’s plans to manage this event?  

Mr C.M. BROWN replied: 
I thank my colleague for the question.  School leavers week will be from Friday, 22 November to Friday, 29 
November.  Whereas a survey of school leavers last year indicated that some 50 per cent of leavers were going 
down south and 50 per cent were going to Rottnest Island, this year some 80 per cent indicated they will be 
going to Rottnest Island.  This is always a challenging time for the Rottnest Island Authority.  It has set aside two 
accommodation areas and the leavers will be accommodated in one four-day block and one three-day block.   
A lot of work has gone into preparing for leavers week.  The accommodation for school leavers, including tent 
land, has been set aside and is restricted to the areas of Thomson Bay and Bathurst Point.  Leavers have not been 
able to book accommodation elsewhere on the island, such as Kingston Barracks.  Although the Rottnest Island 
Authority allows a certain amount of leeway during leavers week, that degree of tolerance will be allowed 
around only the two areas where the leavers are accommodated; it will not be tolerated around the other areas of 
the island.  This is a testing time for the Rottnest Island Authority.  Additional security staff have been booked 
for the week and they will provide a 24-hour presence on the island.  Additional security will be placed on the 
island and additional identification checks will be conducted.   

The authority is keen to ensure that the leavers have not only a safe time but also a great time during their stay.  
Entertainment and various activities have been organised.  We are grateful for the funding from Healthway to 
assist in those activities.  A number of the island businesses are offering discounts and other promotions during 
that time.  I thank the strong volunteer group who will assist during that week, including the AIDS Council of 
Western Australia, Drug ARM and the schoolies island chaplain services.  We are confident that everything has 
been planned for a successful schoolies week.  As members know, there have been some near misses in recent 
years.   

The island has a very strict policy that if someone has accommodation on the island, they will be given 
appropriate identification and will be allowed to stay.  However, people who do not have accommodation on the 
island will be removed.  We make no apologies for that.  People who want to stay on the island must have 
accommodation, whether they are schoolies or adults.  That policy will be rigidly enforced during that period.   
 


